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OF  HEALTH 

1949 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  seventy-fourth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1949. 

Introduction. 

The  transfer  of  responsibility  for  the  administration  of 
certain  Public  Health  Services  from  you  to  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  referred  to  in  my  previous  report  for  1948,  leaves 
only  a limited  amount  of  environmental  hygiene  for  local 
responsibility.  The  three  important  problems  for  consideration 
are  Housing,  Water  supply  and  a Water  carriage  system  of 
conservancy.  Comment  on  these  points  will  be  made  in  later 
paragraphs. 

Natural  and  Social  conditions  of  the  District. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  approximately  6,265  acres  and  is 
bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  Haydock  U.D.,  on  the  north- 
west by  Billinge  U.D.,  on  the  north  by  Wigan  C.B.,  and  on  the 
east  by  Abram  and  Golborne  U.D.s. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  over  coal  measures ; 
subsidence  is  active  in  many  parts  of  the  district,  interfering 
with  sewers,  water  mains  and  housing  sites.  The  industries  are 
deep  and  open  cast  coal  mining  and  farming.  There  is  some 
textile  weaving  and  also  a thriving  manufacture  of  locks,  bolts 
and  hinges.  Some  female  labour  finds  employment  outside  the 
district  in  cotton  mills  and  garment  trade  as  well  as  artificial  silk 
manufacture  and  confectionery.  The  anticipated  development  of 
light  industries  during  the  next  few  years  will  be  of  considerable 
benefit  to  this  district. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  information  under  this  heading  is  supplied  in  tabular 
form  by  the  Registrar-General.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  post- 
war rise  in  population  of  the  township  continues. 


Mid -1949  population:  19,030. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  .. 

315 

160 

155 

Illegitimate  . 

6 

3 

3 

Total  

321 

163 

158 

Birth  rate  16.9  (per  1.000  pop.). 
Stillbirths  9 

5 

4 

Rate  per 
Deaths  

1,000  total  live  and  still  births: 
246 

27. 

132 

114 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  : 

Crude  rate:  12.9. 

Adjusted  rate:  14.2. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births:  50. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births:  51. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  100  illegitimate  births:  Nil. 
Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) : 35. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  : Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  cough  (all  ages) : 1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age):  Nil. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1949. 
Under  1 year 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3  | 

weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

Premature  Birth, 

Con- 

genital  Debility 

and 

Malformation  . . 

7 

2 

9 

Bronchopneumonia 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes  

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

7 

- 

2 

9 

1—3 

C 

—6 

6- 

9—12 

Total  over 

months 

months 

months 

months 

one  month 

Premature  Birth, 

Con- 

genital  Debility 

and 

Malformation  . . . 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Bronchopneumonia 

... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Enteritis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes  

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Totals  

3 

3 

2 

— 

8 

Grand  Total:  17. 


2 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  General  Population — 


Cause  Male  Female 

Whooping  cough  — 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  5 2 

Influenza  4 — 

Cancer — mouth  and  oesophagus  1 — 

Cancer — uterus  — 2 

Cancer — stomach  3 2 

Cancer — breast  1 2 

Cancer — other  sites  16  8 

Diabetes  2 1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 8 16 

Heart  disease  35  26 

Other  diseases  of  circulation  4 2 

Bronchitis  13  10 

Pneumonia  3 9 

Other  respiratory  diseases  2 1 

Ulcer,  gastric  and  duodenal  2 1 

Appendicitis  1 

Other  digestive  diseases  2 5 

Nephritis  6 2 

Premature  birth  3 2 

Congenital  malform.  and  birth  injury 2 2 

Suicide  2 — 

Road  accidents 1 — 

Other  violent  causes  1 2 

All  other  causes  15  18 


Total 


132 


114 


4 


1949  adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor  1.10)=14.2  per  1,000. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  water  supply  is  from  local  surface  drainage  and  from 
Liverpool  Corporation  and  is  adequate  at  present  but  with  the 
development  of  housing,  the  conversions  from  pail  closets  to 
water  carriage  conservancy  and  the  development  of  industry  a 
per  capita  consumption  of  at  least  25  gallons  must  be  allowed  for. 
Local  sources  should  be  explored  to  supply,  in  part,  these  require- 
ments. During  a period  of  drought  when  neighbouring  districts 
were  short  of  water  it  was  found  that  your  local  supply  remained 
good  and  it  is  inferred  that  the  opencast  mine  working  had 
caused  a spring  to  irrupt  into  the  collecting  areas  and  the  district 
therefore  did  not  suffer  from  drought  to  the  same  extent  as  on 
former  occasions.  The  water  supply  (local)  is  filtered  and 
chlorinated.  Twenty-one  bacteriological  examinations  were 
made  of  the  water  going  into  supply;  eighteen  were  highly 
satisfactory  and  three  unsatisfactory.  Appropriate  chlorination 
in  these  cases  gave  satisfactory  results.  Four  chemical  analyses 
were  all  satisfactory.  As  regards  the  raw  water,  one  bacterio- 
logical examination  was  made  and  the  result  was  not  satisfactory, 
two  chemical  analyses  showed,  one  satisfactory  and  one  unsatis- 
factory. Reliance  is  placed  on  adequate  filtration  and  chlorination. 
Adequate  traps  prevent  oil  pollution  from  the  opencast  mine 
works  on  the  catchment  areas. 

2,510  houses  are  still  using  pail  closets  and  3,217  are  on  a 
water  carriage  system  of  disposal.  The  re-orientation  of 
sewerage  and  further  development  still  continues.  The  number 
of  movable  ashbins  is  3,296  and  the  number  of  dry  ashpits — 
excluding  middens — 2,128.  Three  privy  middens  were  discovered 
during  inspection  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Patients  requiring  isolation  are  removed  to  Whelley 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and  Astley  Sanatorium.  Measles 
and  Scarlet  Fever  were  again  the  most  prevalent  infectious 
diseases. 

Disinfection  of  houses  is  made  by  sulphur  and  formaldehyde. 
There  is  provision  for  the  steam  disinfection  of  clothing  and 
bedding  at  Plindley  U.D.C.  by  arrangement  with  Hie  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Infectious  Diseases  (except  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  1949  (after  corrections 
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TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


Housing. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  books 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  5,289  whereas  at  the  last  Census  it 
was  4,233.  Progress  in  this  work  is  somewhat  slow  as  it  is 
throughout  the  country  generally,  it  takes  longer  to  build  a 
house  to-day  than  before  the  war.  It  is  not  easy  to  give  an 
accurate  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses  required  as  the  factors 
are  changing  and  various.  But  by  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
850  applications  by  families  living  in  lodgings  who  had  applied 
for  Council  houses  and  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding- 
remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  150.  To  these  850  cases, 
must  be  added  an  allowance  for  houses  affected  by  subsidence. 
The  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year  was  120, 
including  8 private  houses.  The  type  of  house  in  the  district  is 
the  two  or  three  bedroom  terrace  type  built  some  50  years  or 
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more ; repair  bills  are  heavy  on  account  of  subsidence.  Work  on 
the  Bryn  Housing  site  is  progressing  and  it  is  proposed  to 
develop  a site  at  Landgate. 

It  is  thought  that  some  of  the  tenants  of  the  new  houses 
are  not  using  their  houses  to  the  best  advantage;  frequently  it 
is  found  that  the  occupants  use  one  room — the  kitchen — as  a 
general  living  room  when  there  is  a parlour  provided.  This  is 
no  doubt  the  result  of  habit  acquired  in  the  old  conditions  which 
called  for  the  re-housing.  In  some  cases  lack  of  household 
equipment  restrains  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  better  house  and 
the  high  rents  leave  little  to  spare  for  replenishment  and  repair 
of  household  equipment  and  furniture.  Some  of  the  re-housed 
persons  have  anti-social  habits  and  are  slow  to  learn  from  their 
worthier  neighbours.  It  is  suggested  that  some  houses  should 
be  built  which  are  not  so  elaborate  as  those  constructed  under 
recent  housing  schemes  and  that  “ problem  families  ” should  be 
re-housed  first  in  these  and  encouraged  to  graduate,  so  to  speak, 
into  the  best  type  of  house  by  improvement  in  habits  and  use  of 
their  house  and  surroundings.  Some  Continental  municipalities 
have  adopted  similar  schemes  in  re-housing  their  populations. 
A number  of  women  lack  experience  in  running  the  better  type  of 
house  now  being  provided,  and  it  would  appear  that  some  instruc- 
tion by  cinema  films,  talks,  demonstrations  and  leaflets,  in 
domestic  science  or  household  management  would  be  helpful. 

Many  applications  are  received  from  tenants  of  new  housing- 
estates  for  permission  to  take  in  lodgers  and  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  resist  them  on  humanitarian  grounds  when  they  relate 
lo  aged  persons  or  widowed  daughters,  for  example,  but  as  this 
practice  may  be  the  insidious  beginning  of  the  very  conditions 
which  made  re-housing  necessary,  these  applications,  should  be 
very  strictly  controlled. 

The  new  houses  are  allocated  on  a points  system  which  has 
been  evolved  after  consideration  of  similar  schemes  in  use  by 
various  Housing  Authorities  throughout  the  country  and  while 
it  is  not  pretended  that  it  accounts  for  all  the  factors  involved 
in  selecting  tenants,  it  works  reasonably  well. 

151  houses  were  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  1949,  represent- 
ing 321  families  or  1,571  persons.  55  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  reported  during  the  year;  102  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
relieved,  representing  709  persons. 


Schools. 

Of  13  schools  in  the  district  9 have  unsatisfactory  yard 
surfaces  and  in  some  of  the  schools  the  facilities  for  handling- 
meals  are  unsatisfactory,  cloak  rooms  being  used  as  serving- 
rooms,  classrooms  are  use  as  dining  rooms  and  desks  for  tables. 
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Inspection  an  supervision  of  Food. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  arrangements  whereby  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  make  inspections  and 
take  samples  as  necessary.  There  were  34  dairy  farms  at  the 
end  of  September  1949  and  the  number  of  cowkeepers  (including 
the  farms)  was  38.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7 
purveyors  of  milk  other  than  cowkeepers.  43  inspections  of 
the  farms  etc.  had  been  made  by  September  1949  and  24  samples 
of  milk  submitted  for  bacteriological  test  for  Tuberculosis,  21 
were  negative  and  3 positive. 

The  13  cases  of  Dysentery  referred  to  in  the  Table  of 
Infectious  Disease  were  investigated  as  cases  of  food  poisoning 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  infection  was  derived  from  ice-cream 
supplied  by  a purveyor  from  outside  the  district  and  appropriate 
action  was  taken  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer.  All  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  East  Ward. 

No  definite  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred. 

Conclusion. 

I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  I thank  the  members  of  the  staff  and  colleagues 
whose  efficiency  and  loyalty  makes  the  daily  work  possible. 


Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  FULTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR. 

1949. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December  1949. 

There  is  still  great  difficulty  being  experienced  in  obtaining 
compliance  with  notices,  due  to  shortage  of  essential  materials 
and  the  delay  in  obtaining  materials  after  permits  have  been 


issued. 

Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses  and  premises  visited  re  nuisances  and  complaints  . 1,557 

Nuisances  discovered  1,221 

Nuisances  abated  1,173 

Revisits  to  nuisances 2,021 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  109 

Revisits  re  infectious  disease  27 

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for 

sale  370 

Visits  to  factories  188 

Visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies 43 

Visits  re  licensing  and  registration  (Milk  Special 

Designations)  1949  79 

Visits  to  shops  159 

Other  visits  270 

Notices  served  (Preliminary)  590 

Notices  served  (Statutory)  43 

Letters  sent  592 
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Description  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With 

Defective  and  damp  walls  140 

„ roofs  14g 

„ eaves  gutters  and  spouts  121 

„ floors  62 

slopstones  17 

„ wastepipes  13 

„ plasterwork  197 

„ windows  and  doors  200 

„ staircases  34 

„ paving  in  yards  and  passages 11 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  30 

„ setting  around  gullies  30 

firegrates  . ' 42 

„ washing  boilers  32 

„ W.C.  cisterns  2 

„ W.C.  basins  1 

„ W.C.  supply  pipes  3 

„ closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seats)  36 

ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  walls)  11 

„ pail  places  and  doors  20 

Ashpits  abolished  19 

Dustbins  provided  37 

Overcrowding  1 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  9 

Factories  requiring  limewashing  6 

Accumulation  of  refuse  11 

Choked  and  defective  drains  53 

Ventilating  shafts  2 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  8 

Shops  Act  2 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  26 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  8 

Miscellaneous  24 

Housing. 

Work  was  continued  at  Bryn  Station  Site  throughout  the 
year  and  at  the  end  112  houses  had  been  completed.  The  demand 
for  houses  has  not  decreased  and  we  have  been  retarded  in  our 
efforts  to  relieve  overcrowding  due  to  the  necessity  for  rehousing 
families  from  houses  affected  by  mining  subsidence.  It  is  still 
considered  impracticable  to  deal  with  sub-standard  type  houses 
until  the  more  grossly  overcrowded  houses  have  been  relieved. 

The  application  of  the  “ points  system  ” in  the  allocation  of 
Council  Houses  appears  to  be  the  most  fair  means  of  assessing 
the  needs  of  applicants,  but  a considerable  amount  of  time  is 
expended  in  visiting  the  homes  of  applicants  and  in  keeping  the 
records  up  to  date  as  a monthly  revision  of  points  is  necessary. 
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Eight  houses  have  been  built  by  builders  for  private  owners. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year: 

(a)  (i)  By  the  local  authority  112 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  8 

(b)  With  state  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above 112 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  (included  under  (a) 

(iii)  above  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Pub’ic  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  456 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that 

purpose  1,569 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  15 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 424 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notice: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  formal  act  ion  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  370 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  43 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  owners  42 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  II  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  8 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act  1936  Part  IV  Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  151 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  321 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1,571 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  55 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  102 

(iii  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . 709 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933. 

Five  applications  were  submitted  for  renewal  of  licences  and 
two  new  applications  were  received.  In  each  case  a licence  was 
granted. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  arrangement  for  slaughtering  is  as  in  the  past  year. 
Premises  where  food  is  prepared,  offered  or  exposed  for  sale 
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received  360  visits.  The  premises  are  kept  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
manner,  but  it  was  necessary  in  26  instances  to  call  the  attention 
of  occupiers  and  owners,  by  means  of  written  notices,  to  infringe- 
ments arising  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1938 
and  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  & General 
Powers)  Act  1938. 

Pig  keepers  have  responded  to  the  suggestions  made  in  the 
previous  year  and  a marked  improvement  has  been  shown  in  the 
standard  of  piggeries. 

Occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  is  carried  out  and  the  number 
killed  and  examined  is  as  follows: 

No.  slaughtered  No.  found  to  be  Otherwise 

and  examined  affected  with  T.B.  % affected  affected 

150  4 2.7%  2.7:% 

Food  Condemned. 

Tuberculosis  carcases  or  parts  

Other  conditions  (meat,  pork  and  offal)  .. 

Rabbits  

Bacon  

Butter  

Sausage  

Kippers  

Sultanas  

Evaporated  Milk  

Peas  

Meat  

Plums  

Beans  

Jam  

Vegetables  

Fruit  

Tomatoes  

Fish  

Pork  

Pickles  

Sauce  

Cereals  

Eggs  

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

The  number  of  milk  producers  and  retail  purveyors  on  the 
register  up  to  the  30th  September  1949  was  as  follows:— 

Milk  producers  34 

Retail  purveyors  ‘ 

Retail  purveyors  from  outside  the  district 4 

14 


80 

lbs. 

115 

99 

53 

99 

31 

99 

4 

99 

10 

99 

72 

99 

27 

99 

60  tins 

38 

99 

12 

99 

8 

99 

5 

99 

3 

99 

3 

99 

6 

99 

5 

99 

7 

99 

1 

99 

26  jars 
1 bot. 
4 pkts. 
106 


The  above  regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October  1949  and  it  became  necessary,  due  to  a change  in  legis- 
lation, to  visit  all  premises  from  which  milk  was  sold,  47 
applications  were  made  for  premises  to  be  licensed  for  the  sale 
of  milk  and  in  connection  with  these  79  visits  were  made. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations. 

Up  to  the  30th  September  1949  the  following  number  of 
premises  were  licensed  under  the  above  regulations: — 

No.  of  producers  of  Accredited  Milk 3 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Pasteurising  plants  ...  1 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  3 

The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  to  registered 
premises  was  67. 


Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Pathological 
Department,  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan,  for  exam- 
ination for  Tubercle  Baccilli. 

The  results  were  as  follows : — 


No.  of  samples  taken  for  T.B 24 

No.  of  samples  negative  21 

No.  of  samples  positive  3 


Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts. 

Investigations  were  made  into  5 new  cases  regarding  appli- 
cations for  a licence  to  store  petroleum  spirit. 

In  all  cases  the  licence  was  granted. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  48,  the 
fees  collected  for  these  licences  amounting  to  £28.  15.  0. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

A gradual  change  to  motor  vehicles  is  now  being  affected. 
There  are  3 motor  vehicles  and  2 horse  drawn  carts  in  use  for 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 

The  amount  removed  during,  the  year  was  5,367  loads  of  dry 
refuse  and  4,600  loads  of  wet  refuse. 

There  are  still  approximately  2,510  pail  closets  and  2,128  dry 
ashpits  in  the  district.  The  following  figures  show  the  changes 
made.  33  pail  closets  have  been  converted  and  13  were 
demolished,  making  a reduction  of  46  pail  closets  for  the  year. 
19  dry  ashpits  have  been  abolished  and  22  sanitary  dustbins 
provided. 
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The  progress  made  in  the  conversion  oi'  pail  closets  is  still 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  unless  compulsory  schemes  are  put 
into  operation  and  continued  without  interruption  there  will  be 
pail  closets  in  this  district  for  a considerable  number  of  years. 
The  cost  of  collection  of  wet  refuse  warrants  this  change  being 
effected  without  delay.  I regret  to  say  that  no  charge  has  ye 
taken  place  at  schools  where  no  w'ater  closets  are  provided. 

I 

Salvage. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  has  been  continued.  One  motor 
vehicle  is  employed  one  day  per  w^eek  in  collecting  paper  from 
trade  premises  in  addition  to  the  normal  salvage  collection  made 
by  the  sanitary  employees  during  their  daily  work. 


Kitchen  waste  is  also  collected 

or.e 

day  per 

week 

and  one 

vehicle  is  employed  for  this  purpose. 

The  amount  collected  and  disposed  of  is: — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Waste  paper  

107 

12 

3 

— 

Household  bones  

3 

11 

2 

5 

Kitchen  waste  

80 

10 

2 

— 

The  value  of  this  material  is  £857.  6.  3. 

In  addition  5 6 tons  of  pig  food  has  been  bought  from  the 
Wigan  Corporation  Cleansing  Department  and  sold  to  pig  keepers 
m this  district. 

The  profit  from  the  sales  is  £23  0.  7. 


Factories  Act. 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register:  115. 

Written 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecutions 

No.  with  mechanical  power  ...  91  3 Nil 

No.  without  mechanical  power  97  11  Nil 

188  14  Nil 


Defects  Found. 

Found  Remedied 


Want  of  cleanliness  2 2 

Other  nuisances  15  15 


Registered  Premises. 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ..... 10 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  27 

Plumbers  2 

Joiners  and  Builders  12 

Shoeing  Smiths  1 

Wheelwrights  1 

Saddlers  1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairs 12 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers  3 

Laundries  1 

Printers  1 

Cabinet  makers  and  Upholsterers  3 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers 2 

Ice  Cream  manufacturers  3 

Sausage  makers  6 

Wholesale  chemist  1 

Cotton  weavers  and  manufacturers 1 

Electricity  generating  1 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  repairers  14 

Gasworks  1 

Electricians  2 

Sawmills  4 

Contractors  1 

Air  compressors  1 

Monumental  masons  and  Precast  stone  manufacturers  2 

Agricultural  machinery  repairs  2 

115 


Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  1 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  7 

Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  14  observations  were  taken  of  factory 
chimneys  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  was  an  improve- 
ment over  the  preceeding  year. 
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